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It may be that by the time this ap- 
pears in print President Johnson will 
have announced 'v/harthe’^eries-of con- 
ferences on the Viet war have helped 
him to decide. We hope so, for the pub- 
licity given to these almost daily ses- 
sions with Mr. Johnson’s top advisers 
is more reassuring to our enemies than 
to the American people. 

The picture which emerges is one of 
a commander-in-chief beset with uncer- 
tainty as he weighs several alternatives 
and presides over a restrained debate 
between the military, State Department, 
and ^lA heads who cannot agree among 
themselves?*"’" 

To top this off, the White House 
felt it necessary over' the weekend to 
■ deny "published suggestions” that the 
conferences were mere cover-ups for 
decisions already made to step up the 
-war ■ effort. We think it • would . have 
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been better if the President had ignored : 
"these published suggestions” — not 
■ denounced them through his press sec- ; 
; retary as "irresponsible, reckless and \ 
i grossly untrue.” 

1,' Does he seek to appease his liberal , 
'critics, by showing himself as vacillat- 
■-ing? But he has not been that way in ; 
'.facing up to the Viet war, and the nation . 
idoesn’t want him to be that way now. He 
cast the die when he declared that the , 
United States would never be forced'; 
, out of Southeast Asia. ' ' 

What alternative is there to building ! 
up our forces in South Viet Nam and ■ 
fighting to win this iwar — so long as our 
. enemies are on the offensive and threat- 
ening to win? ’ . 

We. think that will be,;. if it is not al-.' 
ready. President Johnson’s decision. And: 
/WO hope it will be announced soon, with 
ail the facts and reasons told.x ' .. 
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More Opposition ; 

To War? 

T® Jho Ediior: ’ 

1 While there iKive always been 
; people opposed to our getting 
' into war, do you not think there 
- ; is more oppo.siti.iu now to the 
fiwar in Southeast A'dn, a second 
I ! Korea, as it were'.' ‘ 

. . I have read of !!•(• ‘‘cmer- 
I ,"eacy rally” on V;',.: Nani 
.'^p.'iisoi'cd by where ' 

' iSoii.stor Wayne Morse ef Oregon 
I declared that the con.-eusi,'; on 
\ ViO. Nani, "is not a con.\a.sus 
i| 0 i our people, nor even of the' 

;! community of nations; it is a 
ijcor.jensus among the .Sio'e 
'{'Department, CiJe-^and Wliiic 
jj House staff. He called it 
l’} "government by concealment.”: 

'j Prof. [Hans.l Mo"; 'rciinu said 
Ijit is ah unjust v ar in., lae that 
■puiniiot ■ l.'a won if it; 

/ieoutinues ifwiil hav' the ewict' 
rj'or;'i-Mte',e(i'Ce(:: to wliich| 
flour government inioiids to have.! 


[j-•.di;ry -T. Doiigan, 711 N.{ 
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